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mechanistic conception supplanted the preconceptions of the
college of divinity and of the college of heraldry in the logic
of scientific theory. Always with the reservation, of course,
that the latter movement is consequent upon and conditioned
by the former, and will therefore show a marked degree of
retardation in moving along the same line.
In all this analysis of the English case it has been as-
sumed with unwarranted freedom that the state of the
industrial arts has worked unhampered toward a compre-
hensive habituation in materialistic and mechanistic terms j
and that it so has brought about a passably universal animus
of self-help and mechanistic logic, with no remnant of defer-
ence to the authentic conventions of the ancient regime of
prerogative, and with no respect of persons. Such is mani-
festly not the case, of course, but by contrast with what has
befallen the German people during the same historical in-
terval, such as these have after all been the more salient
features of the distinctively British culture, and indeed of
the civilisation of all the advanced industrial countries. But
in all these communities, and perhaps not least in the Brit-
ish case, there have stood over out of the past very substan-
tial survivals, at least, of that scheme of use and wont that
antedates the coming of the machine technology and that
are not its offspring or of its kind. Church and State and
Nobility are still present in effectual force; but it is un-
necessary here to look closer into the play of these factors
in modern British life, inasmuch as history is by ancient
convention still written in the terms afforded by these